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Role of ORD Labs in the Source-Exposure-
Dose-Effects Continuum
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Exposure: Definitions

• Exposure
Contact of a chemical, physical, 
or biological agent with the outer 
boundary of an organism.

• Exposure is quantified as the 
concentration of the agent in the 
medium in contact, integrated over 
the time duration of that contact.

• Exposure Route
The way a chemical or pollutant 
enters an organism after contact, 
e.g., by ingestion, inhalation or 
dermal absorption
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